
HISTORY FOR THE 
FUTURE: Exploring 
the History of Mutual Aid 
in Minneapolis 
Through Art, Archives, & Community Dialogue

Part One: Archive Exploration & Dialogue
Saturday Oct. 24th, 2020

Facilitated by Acoma Gaither & Andrea Manolov
In partnership with the Hennepin History Museum



Welcome

2Note about recording:

This event will utilize Zoom’s recording function.
A text transcription of this event will be used to select 
ANONYMOUS quotes, without identifying information, to be 
incorporated in the Lake Street Breathe public history project. 
Video and audio files will not be public.

For any questions, or if you wish to be identified in quotes, we 
welcome contact:
Andrea: manol024@umn.edu
Acoma: gaith019@morris.umn.edu 

mailto:manol024@umn.edu
mailto:gaith019@morris.umn.edu


Schedule
1:00 - 2:00pm (Recorded)

Optional Post-Event Conversation
(Unrecorded)
 (

2:00 - 2:30pm

➢ Introductions

➢ About the Exhibition
 Lake Street Breathe

➢ Starting Questions

➢ A Historical Framework of Mutual Aid

➢ Archival Exploration

➢ Observations + Discussion

➢ Optional Post-Event Conversation
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1. Name
2. Pronouns
3. What 

brought you 
to this 
event?

Introductions



History for the 
Future
A community based, 
site-specific, mediation on 
the history of mutual aid and 
the future of our community

Exhibition Date: May, 2021
Location: 27th/Lake Intersection, 
placed with intention and in tension 
against the former MPD 3rd Precinct



Lake Street 
Breathe
Partners include:
Minnesota Youth Story Squad. Heritage Studies and Public 
History Faculty and Graduate Students, University of 
Minnesota. Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies Faculty, 
University of Minnesota. Hennepin History Museum. 

History for the Future

is one of multiple exhibitions and 
programs created for the multi-year 
collaborative public history initiative 
Lake Street Breathe

Image samples from Esteban Perez-Cortez’s 2020 Lake Street 
Breathe photo documentation



When and where have you 
witnessed mutual aid?

 
Have you engaged in 

mutual aid?

How do you understand 
the history of mutual aid in 

the Twin Cities?

Starting Questions
Feel free to share your 
thoughts out loud
AND/OR
Record on in the next 
slide

[These slides will be 
saved and made public 
after the event]



8Questions

Digital Tech

How have 
you engaged 

in mutual 
aid?

How do you 
understand the 
history of mutual 
aid in the Twin 
Cities?

When and where 
have you 
witnessed 
mutual aid?

Participant 
response]

Participant 
response]

How do you 
define mutual 
aid?

Participant 
response]



People in every society in every time 
period have worked together to ensure 
their communities can survive. 

Mutual aid has been practiced extensively 
in marginalized communities and has deep 
roots in the African American community.

The term "mutual aid" was popularised by 
the anarchist philosopher Peter Kropotkin 
in his essay collection Mutual Aid: A Factor 
of Evolution, which argued that 
cooperation, not competition (as 
advocated by Charles Darwin) was the 
driving mechanism behind evolution.

Brief Narrative of Mutual Aid

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anarchist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Kropotkin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutual_Aid:_A_Factor_of_Evolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutual_Aid:_A_Factor_of_Evolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Darwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution


—
― Saidiya Hartman, Wayward Lives, Beautiful 

Experiments: Intimate Histories of Riotous 
Black Girls, Troublesome Women, and Queer 

Radicals

Ladies Aid Society, Pilgrim Baptist Church

Image credit: Minnesota Historical Society

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/62339693
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/62339693
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/62339693
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/62339693


Archival 
Exploration
Hennepin History Museum, Minnesota 
Historical Society, AiM Interpretive Center, 
Hennepin County Libraries, 1924-1995 

Image Credit: Hennepin History Museum



Phyllis Wheatley House, 1924

Image credit: Minnesota Historical Society 



How did African Americans exercise autonomy and influence through 
community?

Add responses, reflections, additional questions HERE
● One way was that they offered monetary funds to churches, organizations, and 

individuals.
● Another way to create banks and credit unions.
● Service clubs provided many resources.
● Food programs, created by Black Panthers. 



Credjafawn Social Club, 1928-1980

Image credits: Minnesota Historical Society



What is the role of food cooperatives today? Are these forms of mutual 
aid? Did you know the history of Mississippi Market?

Add responses, reflections, additional questions HERE

- They are a great place to buy local and support local farmers BUT I personally can’t 
afford them

- Good to think about food cooperatives today as sites of opportunity for community 
partnerships--beyond food. “Opportunity” is the operant word.

-



1934 Teamsters Strike

Image credit: (Top)Truck Strikers Riot Against Police 
Hennepin History Museum

Left) Police and Strikers in Tear Gas Cloud, Hennepin 
County Library 



What other examples of radical labor militancy have you heard about? 
What modes of survival were practiced?     

Add responses, reflections, additional questions HERE



The Greater 
Minneapolis  
Interfaith Fair 
Housing 
Program, 
1959-1965

Image credit: 1964 Program 
Statement, The Interfaith 

Fair Housing Program. From 
the Hennepin History 
Museum Collections



What types of needs was The Greater Minneapolis Interfaith Housing Program 
meeting? How does this project help us think about mutual aid?

Add responses, reflections, additional questions HERE
What happened to this program?
How successful was the program? Was there pushback? 



Northside Pilot City Program, 1968

Image credits: James K. Hosmer Special Collections, 
Hennepin County Library



Pilot City Program

Image credit: The Minneapolis Star, Minneapolis, Minnesota 17 Sep 1969, Wed, 
Page 1

Image Credits: James K. Hosmer 
Special Collections, Hennepin County 
Library

https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-minneapolis-star/4473/


Do you know of any alternative programs or grassroots orgs that are 
doing similar work today? If so, which ones?    

Add responses, reflections, additional questions HERE



Red School House (Started 1972), Frogtown Saint Paul

Image credit: American Indian Movement (AIM Interpretative Center Digital Gallery 
<http://www.aim-ic.org/red-school-house/4d7px37p3dnqonlkwg5rzwu6ttfszk>



What type of need were the AIM Survival Schools meeting? How do these 
alternative schools help us understand the purpose of mutual aid today?

Image credit: American Indian Movement (AIM Interpretative Center Digital Gallery 
<http://www.aim-ic.org/red-school-house/4d7px37p3dnqonlkwg5rzwu6ttfszk>

Add responses, reflections, 
additional questions HERE

We can always add more 
slides!

http://www.aim-ic.org/red-school-house/4d7px37p3dnqonlkwg5rzwu6ttfszk


Themes for Closing Discussion

Future
What does it mean to “mobilize” 
people? 

Sustainability
How do we sustain the GOALS of 
mutual aid organizing?

01

02

2
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Image credit: Kevin Murphy, June 2020



Dean Spade’s KEY ELEMENTS OF MUTUAL AID

 

MEETING SURVIVAL NEEDS

MOBILIZE PEOPLE, BUILD MOVEMENT

ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN & PARTICIPATORY02

03

01

2
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Do you agree with Dean Spade’s 3 key elements of mutual aid?
● Do these elements make sense after our archival exploration?
● Do these elements make sense with your personal experience?

Add responses, reflections, additional questions HERE
Yes, seeing it first hand, and seeing community coming together to help eachother has shown 
that, but it needs to be kept up as well.



CREDITS This presentation template was created 
by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik

Do you have any questions?

Lake Street Breathe 
University of Minnesota 

Heritage Studies & Public History

THANKS!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


How to stay involved with 
History for the Future and 

Lake Street Breathe?
Programming will continue until the 

exhibition opening in May, 2021. We will 
every send a feedback form and 

information on future programs by email

0
3

Questions? Comments? 
Suggestions?  Did we miss 
something?

We WANT to stay in touch!

Andrea: manol024@umn.edu
Acoma: gaith019@morris.umn.edu 

mailto:manol024@umn.edu
mailto:gaith019@morris.umn.edu


Listed below are the sources we used to prepare this presentation and dialogue. Please feel free to add 
to the resource list! This slideshow will be saved and made publicly available online at the Hennepin 
History Museum, and  the forthcoming Lake Street Breathe website.

● BOOK Dean Spade. Mutual Aid: Building Solidarity During this Crisis (And the Next) 2020
● BOOK Pyotr Kropotkin, Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution 1902
● WEBSITE American Indian Movement (AIM Interpretive Center Website <www.aim-ic.org>
● DIGITAL ARCHIVES Minnesota Historical Society Collections 

<http://search.mnhs.org/?brand=findaids> 
● LOCAL ARCHIVES Hennepin History Museum Collections
●

3
0Resources

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1635591
http://www.aim-ic.org
http://search.mnhs.org/?brand=findaids

